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had its own small Seym of 48 deputies at Katowice, and enjoyed
a considerable measure of autonomy.
POLAND AND THE LEAGUE
With the question of the Saar settled and safely out of the way,
interest in the international situation, which was slightly less
tense, centred in the meeting in mid-January of the League
Council   at   Geneva.   The   Italo-Abyssinian dispute was just
beginning to look serious, but Poland was not concerned with
it. What did concern her directly at this particular Council was
a Minorities question which gave her the opportunity of emphasiz-
ing her attitude towards Minorities taken up in September 1934,
when she announced that she would disregard her own Minorities
Treaty unless and until obligations similar to those it imposed
were universalized. On January 18 Komarnicki, her resident
representative at Geneva, withdrew from a public session of the
Council when a Minority petition came up for consideration,
and returned only after discussion of it ceased. Later, he abstained
from voting on the Council's decision to ask the Hague Court
for an advisory opinion on another Minority matter. These actions
of his were plain intimations to the League that Poland had not
changed her decision respecting Minorities. But for Poland
quite as, or even more, important were the discussions that
went on in the background of this meeting of the Council on the
Eastern Pact and on the Franco-Soviet understanding. The
British Government had arrived at the conclusion that with
the Saar difficulty overcome the time was propitious for another
move for disarmament and the pacification of Europe, and it
had been arranged that Flandin and Laval should visit London
shortly with a view to negotiations with Germany. Laval was at
this meeting of the Council at Geneva—and so were Beck and
Litvinoff, and they were in frequent contact. Laval tried very
hard to get Beck to accept the Eastern Pact, but failing in this he
turned to Litvinoff, who, supported by the Little Entente and
Turkey, pressed him to come to an agreement with the Soviet*
Beck said he would refer Laval's arguments for the pact ta Mb
Government or, in other words, to PilsudskL On January 19,

